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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PINT, SHUM, ID 

SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE ON RECENT INDONESIAN DEVELOPMENTS 

REF: JAKARTA 1006 

1 . FOLLOWING PRESS GUIDANCE, PREPARED FOR DEPT SPOKESMAN 
JAN 23, TRANSMITTED FOR POST'S INFORMATION. SUBJECT NOT 
RAISED DURING JAN 23 BRIEFING. 

BEGIN TEXT: Q. WIRE SERVICE REPORTS STATE THAT THE 
INDONESIAN GOVERNMENT HAS CRACKED DOWN ON CRITICS BY BAN- 
NING THE PUBLICATION OF A NUMBER OF NEWSPAPERS AND ARREST- 
ING ONE HUNDRED OR MORE STUDENT LEADERS. WHAT IS THE 
STATE DEPARTMENT S REACTION TO THIS CRACKDOWN? 
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A. WE HAVE SEEN THE REPORTS AND ARE FOLLOWING THEM 
CLOSELY, BUT THE SITUATION IS NOT FULLY CLEAR TO US FROM 
THE INFORMATION CURRENTLY AVAILABLE. HOWEVER, THE 
INDONESIAN GOVERNMENT IS WELL AWARE OF OUR DEEP INTEREST 
IN HUMAN RIGHTS MATTERS. END TEXT. VANCE 
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